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ZUZANNA SANCHES — CEAUL, Fac. de Letras da U. Lisboa
“Atfection and Care: Deirdre Madden and Curing through Caring”

The am of narrative medicine is to improve the communicational skills as well as self-awareness and mindfulness of
patients and medical practitioners. Since it has been proven that the medical and lay styles of conversation differ between
narrative and paradigmatic modes of speech (Launer), the most mportant vet difficult task would be to bndge the
narrative gap through offering the community tools to understand better oneself and the other. The discordance between
health practihoners and patients could be overcome through better verbal and non-verbal communicaton skills.

However, communication does not solely anse from language but 1s also dependent on a mynad of bodily expressions
and the psychological contexts. Affection promotes the patients’ self-esteem as well as a psychological comfort.
Furthermore, the cure can be seen as an interface between the social-expenmence of medical care, the mdrduals
psvchological well-being and most of all, the accuracy of the doctor’s diagnosis. Affection is one of the key-factors that
has short and long-term consequences on the commumty’s well-being, and can often have immediate results of lowenng
anxiety and depression. Deirdre Madden fiction analysed in this seminar will provide us with examples of how affection
and attention can appease maladies and strengthen people’s resihence as well as give hope.

GERARD DANOU — Université Paris-Diderot, Paris VII
“La ‘double vie’ du médecin écrivain devant la douleur”

Le long apprentissage medical réalise un rte de passage qui modifie profondément le regard sensible du meédecin : son
rapport aux sens (a Paesthesis), au gout esthetique en geéneral, et au spectacle de la souffrance de Pautre. Le meédean
apprend 2 savoir agir et doit mettre ses affects entre parentheses. Cependant face 4 la douleur se pose sans cesse 2 lui Ia
question fondamentale du devoir et de Fethique. Les historiens de la douleur (Roselyne Rev ; Jean-Pierre Peter) ont
montré que pour une époque donnee Fattitude personnelle des medecins face 2 la douleur des malades etait des plus
vanables et souvent contradictoire. Pour explorer ces arcanes subjectives complexes il nous faut faire appel 1c1, dans un
but « pedagogique », surtout aux ecrts de certains ecavains-medecins tous marques pat expenence medicale d'une part
et d’autre part, qui dévoilent dans leurs textes Littéraires (méme quand la médecine v semble absente) une subjectivité qui
donne au futur soignant 4 (se) refléchir Corpus aborde: Jean Reverzy, Francois Sonkin, Jean Metellus, J-C Ruffin, et
d’autres encore.
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